PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

2.  LOCATION 

13  January  1956 

Long  Beach,  Long  Island,  NY 

3.  OATE’TtME  GROUP 

4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATIOI 

f 

Local 

OCXrmjn  d-  Vi  suof 

G Ground^Rador 

GMT  18/2155Z  (N) 

□ Alr'Vitgol 

□ Air*|int*rcapt  Rodor 

5.  PHOTOS 

d.  SOURCE 

□ Y*i 

XnNe 

Civilian 

7.  LENGTH  Of  OBSERVATiOK 

a.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

7,  COURSE 

20  minutes 

one 

SSW  to  NNE 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SICHTIMO 

Object  oblong  spiral,  smoke  trail, 
color  white.  Appeared  to  be  falling 
and  moving  NNE.  Looked  like  1st  phas 
of  1/4  moon.  Disappeared  with  settln 
of  sun* 


11.  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Wot  Bdlloon 

□ PfDbgbky  Boitoon 
OlXPofSibty  Balloon 

□ Wgs  Aircraft 

D Probably  Aircraft 
G Possibly  Aircraft 

□ Wos  Afttronomicol 

□ Prabobly  Astronomical 

□ PoASibly  Aitroiromfcol 

□ , OtKor,. * 

G fntufMciont  Doto  for  Evoluotfon 
D Unknown 


Newspaper  report  said  it  appeared 
like  weather  balloon. 
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The  SOURCE  estimated  the  object  to  be  at  an  angle  of  elerration  of  30®, 

4 

d«  At  the  tlM  of  the  sighting  the  eun  was  located  low  In  the  vest^  with 
the  object  being  between  the  observer  and  the  sun,  creating  the  effects  as  seen  In 
the  SOURCE'S  sketch  of  the  object  on  page  3 of  this  report. 
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Description  of  si--hting  by 
Street,  Atlantic  i?each,  I^orj-  Island 


upplenentary  Investigative  ^Tfort 


II.  Cl'lP'k^.Y:  Upon  notification  from  I-q  AISG  to  conduct  a follow- 

up investigation  on  the  above  sighting,  a copy  of  the  preliininary  report 
was  obtained  fron  the  26th  ,'D.  '^e  first  indication  was  that  several 

individuals  had  observed  the  sane  UFCB,  however,  follow-up  investigative 
efforts  revealed  that  only  unidentified  woriin  had 

observed  the  oblect  in  questi^?!^^^^ 


?ir;ATo:i 


J,  SAUXCKI 
-t.  Colonel,  U3AF 
Officer  in  Charge 


APPROVED 


JCHH  M WHITE  JR 
Colonel,  USAF 
Germander 


Conrir,  ATIC;  D/l,  26th  ADlv;  Comdr,  U602d  AIE3:  Det  3,  h6n2d  AI3 
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et  3i  4602d 


MCE 


Addrefis 


tlantic  Beach,  Long  Island,  ^?e^r  York 


Occupation:  3u.Ti.ner  Resort  Operator 


Education 


High  School 


■-iualificati  ons 


II,  RJn.IA?IIJTY*  SOURCE  was  a .nature,  level-headed,  well  to  do  businessnan 
and  displayed  concern  over  the  sighting  which  he  had  felt  was  his  duty  to 
report,  but  was  worried-  about  receiving  any  publicity  over  the  .natter.  At  no 
time  did  .SCl'HCE  indicate  that  he  had  seen  a saucer  or  other  interplanetary 
vehicle,  but  conversely  expressed  his  confusion  over  the  strange  series  of 
events-  that  had  taken  place  before  his  eyes.  At  no  tiite  did  the  SOURCE  tend 
to  embellish  any  of  the  details  involved  nor  .vere  there  any  contradictions  in 
his  state.nents. 


III.  SOURCE’S  DESCPX'TTOT:  CF  SIOHTBIG:  source  was  driving  home  at  1S/21A0:: 

JAK  56  on  Beech  3t.*,  in  a westerly  direction.  About  four  railes  from  hcne  he 
noticed  what  he  ^t  first,  believed  to  bo  a cresent-shaped  sliver  of  the  noon 
and  continued  on  his  way.  Locking  up  moments  later  he  again  saw  the  object, 
however  it*  had  changed  its  position  from  vertical  to  horizontal.  Cnee  mere 
this  was  ignored  since  he  felt  that  some  upper  layer  of  clouds  had  passed 
in  front  of  the  moon  giving  it  these  varied  forms,  'Then  In.  a few  seconds  it  .. 
reappeared  in  an  entirely  different  position  he  became  concerned  and  stopped 
the  car.  After  watching  it  slowly  drift  downward  from  one  position  ter  another 
for  a couple  of  monents,  ha  got  into  his  car  again  and  hurried  home,  re  rushed 
to  the  upstairs  bedroom  of  his  house,  located  on  the  beach  overlooking  New  York 
Harbor,  and  with  the  aid  of  binoculars,  observed  the  object  for  several  minutes 
longex>  SCraCE  was  certain  that  he  had  seen  the  object  for  about  25  minutes 
and  that  it  was  about  20  miles  away  at  a heading  of  about  2?5  degrees.  It  was 
about  30  degrees  above  the  horizon  at  first  and  then  drifted  slowly,  downward 
to  about  2C  degi^es  until  darkness  prevented  f-.n*ther  observation.  The  edges 
were  said  to  have  given  the  impression  of  being  well  defined,  but  that  the 
distance  involved  prevented  the  detection  of  any  details.  It  gave  SCUECE  the 
impression  of  the  silver  lining  of  a cloud  but  that  it  did  not  shimmer.  It 
was  white  and  brighter  than  the  background  sky  and  since  it  was  a clear  day 
with  excellent  visibility,  it  remained  sight  at  all  times  till  darkness. 

SOURCE  wore  glasses  and  .made  his  observation  with  10x50  binoculars  througn 
the  bedroom  window,  SOURCE  added  that  all  movement  was  gradual,  that  it 
appeared  to  be  a solid  object,  re.mained  constant  in  shape,  a.nd  left  no  trail, 

He  did  not  notice  any  celestial  bodies  at  the  ti.me  of  the  .^ignting,  SOURCE 
stated  that  it  speared  to  be  about  three  to  five  ti.mes  as  large  as  a commercia 
transport -aircraft  at  the  sane  distance  and  was  about  the  size  of  a pea  held  at 
arms  length. 
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SUPPLELENTART  INVESTIGATTVS  EFFORTS: 

1*  A chepk  wia  mad#  with  the  Filter  Center  at  VFhite  Plains,  New  Tork  which 
haa  several  GOC  poats  In  the  same  area  in  which  SOURCE  Uvea.  Negative  results. 

2.  A check  was  made  with  the  &se  Operations  section  of  Hitchel  AFB,  New 
York,  and  the  records  of  the  AO  reviewed.  Negative  results. 

3*  A check  with  the  Stewart  AFB  'leather  Office  revealed  that  on  the  after- 
noon of  18  Jan  ^6,  the  sky  condition  was  clear  and  the  vdnda  were  as  follows: 


Level 

Surface 

1.000  to  8,000  feet 

10.000  feet 

15.000  feet 

20.000  feet 

30.000  feet 


Direction 

3600 

360° 

340° 

330° 

330° 

300° 


7elocit; 


15  to  20  knots 
30  knots 
35  knots 
50  knots 
65  knots 
75  knots 


Considering  the  wind  factors  above,  the  only'  stations  In  the  area  surrounding  the 
location  of  the  sighting  idilch  are  reaponsibi#  for  the  release  of  RA0B*s  are  at 
Albany,  New  Tork,  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Ultchel  AFB,  New  Tork.  'Ihese  ballocwis  are 

released  daily  at  0900Z  and  ZiSXJZ^ 

* 

•i 

4«i  Contact  with  the  Coast  Guard  Staticm  located  at  Short  Beach,  Long  Island, 
New  Tork,  and  the  Floyd  Beonstt  Airport,  Long  Island,  New  Toxic,  revealed  that  no 
one  remendbersd  any  report  of  a sitting* 

5.  A check  with  Sewsday,  the  Garden  City  l#mg  Island  newspaper,  revealed  that 
a woman  called  and  reported  an  object  in  about  the  same  position  and  at  abo\xt 
the  same  time,  however  no  name  or  address  was  given.  She  stated  that  It  appeared 
to  be  motionless  and  that  it  hovered  soiaethlng  like  a balloon. 
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1,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Preparing  Officer,  the  sighting  taight  have  been 
caused  b7  a weather  balloon  released  at  Buffalo,  New  York  at  0900Z  since  the  report- 
ed velocities  were  insufficient  to  transport  the  object  the  required  distance  in 
the  40  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  sighting  at  2140Z  and  the  time  of  the 
evening  release  -at  2100Z, 


2,  The  north  and  north-westerly  winds  tend  to  rule  out  the  probability  of  a 
balloon  originating  at  Ititphell  AFB,  which  lies  about  25  ndlea  northeast  of  the 
location  of  the  sitting,' 


TflLLIjUr  J SAL  'OCKI 
Lt  Colonel,  USAF  • 
Officer  in  Charge 


CCMKENTS  of 


1,  The  follewlfig  additional  information  vaa  revealed  by  the  Investigating 
Officer  upon  reqoeet  of  this  headquarters: 

a,  Pibiild  faeUoene  are  released  at  Q300Z«  O9OOZ,  l^OOZ,  and  2100Z  daily 
from  both  civil  and  allltary  agencies  tn  the  Kew  York  City-  area.  LaOuardia  and 
Xdlevlld  Airports  releaM  thi»  type  balloon  at  the  above  times. 

b.  These  balleone  are  three  feet  in  diameter  with  balloon  color  dependent 
upon  sky  conditions  at  the  time  of  release.  Cn  a elear  day,  as  vae  I8  Jan  $6  tn 
the  New  York  City  area,  white  pibald  balloons  were  released. 


2.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  headquarters  that  this  sighting  vas  caused  by 
a pibald  type  balloon  released  at  LaOuardia  Airport  (GeoRef  GJBIii20ti)  at  18/2100Z 
January  1956.  The  following  Items  are  given  in  si^jport  of  the  above  hypothesis: 

a.  LaGuardla  Airport  is  located  fifteen  (15)  miles  north-northwest  of 
the  SOURCE* S home.  Winds  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  were  from  the  north  and 
northwest,  thereby  carrying  the  balloon  released  at  LaOuardia  Airport  at  1P/2100Z 
Jan  56  to  a position  veat  of  the  observer. 

b.  • At  2li|OZ,  the  tine  of  the  sighting  and  forty  (liO)  minutes  after  the 
release  of  the  pibald  from  LaGuardla,  it  has  been  computed  that  the  subject  balloon 
would  have  been  approximately  eight  fP)  miles  west  of  the  obseirrer  and  at  an  altitude 
cf  22.000  feet. 


From  the  above  figures  we  can  obtain  the  angle  of  alevation  of -the 
een  from  the  SOURCE'S  location  as  follows: 


